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Mission: “to establish and maintain a community so that people with developmental and other
disabilities can reach their fullest human potential”
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The Garden this Summer ~Hannah Gregor

There’s quite a lot of people in the garden depending on 
who’s on the schedule. We meet in the overhang to see 
what jobs there are to do then we split into groups. We have 
diff erent jobs in the garden like weeding, and harvesting 
carrots. Nadine is more of the organizer. Adrian just 
follows but he directs people not to step on the beds or the 
vegetables. Some of us carry crates and other people harvest 

and we walk down the line 
until we get to the end of the 
row so we can complete the 
whole thing and not leave 
anything. We don’t want 
to do a half-done job. We 
also have people that have 
more energy than others and 
they just continue to weed a 
garden! I can do whatever, 
so long as I know what I am 
doing and I feel comfortable. 

Some days I can commit and some days it is really hard for 
me. Its really good for me because I get to be with all the 
individuals and meet new people and tell stories and have 
a good time talking to each other while we get things done.

We bring the vegetables into the packing shed and then we 
set up tubs for washing them, like the lettuce we have to be 
careful and gentle with so we don’t damage the leaves. There 
is a special way of holding a lettuce by the core and putting 
it in and pulling it out and shaking it gently, not violently. 
Some of the vegetables go through a diff erent thing, like a 
car wash, but just for vegetables. Sometimes the zucchini 
falls through and then we can’t use them, and then the big 
ones can get stuck so we poke them through. We do it with 
water melons too and it comes out on a turn table which 

is nice. Some of us clean out crates so they are all fresh. 
Alex Hansen is good at that: he takes pride in cleaning out 
crates. Hillary likes passing the empty crates out when they 
are needed. 

 This summer, I have 
learned not to be 
going too close to 
the vegetables with 
the hand hoe because 
you can tear up the 
roots, which is not 
a good thing. I can 
hand pick the weeds 
out of the middle 
where the hoe can’t 
go. I really like the 
carrot harvest when 
the  t rac tor  goes 
through. It is fun to 
watch Adrian dig 
all the carrots with 
the tractor and we 
all wait for him to 
pass through and 
then we all rush to 
get the carrots. It is 
like Black Friday! I 
learned how to drive 
the jalopy which was 
very exciting for me because I have always wanted to learn 
to drive. I have learned a lot about self- refl ection and how 
to deal with my mood so people can trust me to accomplish 
things they want to trust.

Scott
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Farm Harvest Time ~Joel Nester

Right now we are fi lling the silo. We are chopping up the 
whole corn plant into silage, into very small pieces. It’s 
like after you mow grass, the texture is 
chopped and exposed to the air, and then 
normally of course it would spoil because 
its exposed to the air so we put it into the 
silo where it ferments. 

Its cattle feed in the winter until it runs out 
in the late Spring. Then they eat haylage 
which is alfalfa, chopped up in the 
same machine very fi ne, and it has high 
moisture so it goes into a silo to prevent 
spoilage. Hayladge seems to last longer. 

When we put the silage in the silo often 
the left overs spill out and we pick it up 
in wheelbarrows, mainly me and Nastia, 
Hannah, Goose, Dustin, and take it to the MooTel. Filling 
silos is pretty much an all-day job maybe for about a week 
or two weeks. 

By the time all the silos are empty, it is summer again so the 
cows can go out to pasture.  I like working with the cows 
because it is diff erent from bakery or orchard.

A Community Wedding ~Desi Peterson

Alex and Brendan’s 
wedding was pre tty 
exciting! It wasn’t a 
regular, conventional, 
wedding. It was outside 
behind Evening Star’s 
house in the backyard, 
very shady with trees. 
It was almost like an 
enchanted forest. 

Alex’ dress was like a 
vintage feel dress, like a 
milkmaid dress but nicer. 
Brendan also went kind 
of vintage with a man’s 
blouse. That was really nice, almost like they were from 
the original colonies. It was very beautiful. 

I cried in the ceremony it was so beautiful! There was a lot 
of guests and Alex and Brendan led a dance in the backyard. 
It was like a unifying dance. The cake was beautiful and it 
tasted good (Cake before dinner-hello!) later on they had 
karaoke but I went home by then. 

It was beautiful weather for a wedding.

Lauri Pierce

Alex and Brendan

In Memory of Lauri Pierce ~Christine Elmquist

Lauri was one of the “moving pieces” that came together 
to form Community Homestead back in 1995. With her 

then husband Randy, and their two 
daughters, she was initially drawn to the 
goals of Philadelphia Farm, moved to the 
neighborhood, and joined their board. 

A couple of years of transition later, 
Lauri, her new partner Garth, and her 
now big blended family of mainly 
teenagers, made the move to Community 
Homestead to lead a lifesharing house. 
Lauri took up the “bread baking” and 
turned it into “the bakery”, Garth kept 
teaching and the community kids fi lled 
the van every day for the hour drive to 
the Minnesota Waldorf School. Over 

the next ten years, Lauri and Garth balanced community 
and Waldorf school life, switching part-time or full-time 
teaching, and running the bakery and a busy house.

Community children all had music lessons from Lauri. 
 Our Nativity play was fi lled with recorder music and we 
walked the Advent Spiral accompanied by Lauri’s harp. 
Lauri and Garth led the magical visits of St Lucia every 
year, ran around fi nding dragon jewels at Michaelmas, 
led us in sunrise singing at Easter, and sunset singing at 
St Johns. 

Lauri strove always to do the right thing. Community 
is a messy, sometimes struggly business, of joy, eff ort, 
mistakes and best guesses, with breathtaking lights of love. 
Lauri gritted her teeth through our terrible community 
singing and the day to day challenges of lifesharing. She 
threw her head back and laughed in real freedom at the 
warmth and irreverence of community. She carried, with 
Garth’s help, most of the cultural life of this musically 
hapless community and when she shifted her life balance 
back to the school, the city, and most importantly, her 
grandchildren, and moved out in 2012, we were less 
because of it. 

Lauri continued as a board member, always interested, and 
committed to this life, even while she immersed herself in 
her family, friends, Waldorf education and music. Always 
music! She resigned as a board member just three months 
before her death on August 24, 2022. 

Our fi rst Covid outbreak prevented us from attending her 
memorial but, her life’s breath, her joy, her wink, and 
above all, her radiant smile is woven into the history of 
our community. It is a living memorial. Thank you  Lauri. 
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People Coming and Going ~Christine Elmquist

It’s been a weird last couple of years because of Covid. 
January 2022 saw the arrival of our fi rst international 
volunteer. Johanna was our one and only until March when 
Rachel joined her for three months. These two, so diff erent, 
became good friends and added a lot to community life, 
each in their own way. Johanna left in August. Paul, our 
self-declared, “old dog learning new tricks” also arrived 
for two months in the Spring and helped hold the new 
Altair constellation with Michael who was here for a year 
and a half, and left in May. Big, happy, news was Goose 
(aka Sophie Macaulay) who came back to join Desi and 
Dustin at the helm of Altair. Similarly delightful was the 
arrival of Elvis Cormican at Farmhouse.

Otherwise, lots of turn around here folks, as volunteers 
wanted to come for much shorter times 
than they used to. Zuzska came from Czech 
for two months before she went traveling, 
Ceci, oh, wonderful Ceci, from Viroqua, 
came back for the summer from college, 
Maya came for an extended, and of course, 
working visit. Wim came for three summer 
months. Three Hibernia Waldorf Students 
(or “Baby Germans”) Valentin, Ben, and 
Melvin came for six weeks. Raphael 
was our fi rst French volunteer and now 
everyone expects all French volunteers to 
be kind, fl uent, interested in everyone and 
everything. Always.

The late summer sees the arrival of four 
young Germans; Tammy, Anne, Ann 
Sophie and Janika, for a whole year through 
Freunde, along with Aiden, who is French, 
and 16 year old Bruno, also German, doing 

his six weeks of Waldorf School service. We all gain so 
much from all this laughter, learning and friendship, but 
you can get emotional whiplash from the pace of it all! 

Looking to fall, we are settling 
down to everyone knowing 
where things are kept, getting 
a bike sorted out and learning 
more English. Want to come 
experience community life 
for a year, or longer (alright 
then, 2 months?) If you love 
gardens, and cows and baking 
heaven, we’d be particularly 
delighted to hear from you.

Road Trip to the North Shore of Lake Superior 
~Ann Sophie Schultze

The road trip to the North Shore start-
ed real early at 4am, so we all snuggled 
down in the van tried to get some sleep. 
But I can’t sleep that much, because I 
was curious about the day.

Around 6am we arrived in Duluth and 
watched the sun rise above the lake and 
the city, it was beautiful. After that we ate 
breakfast at the lake, took some pictures, 
collected rocks and we tried to let stones 
jump over the water. Grand Marais was 
the next stop, where we walked around 
the bay and it was hard to believe that it`s 
not the sea. We also got introduced to the 
ice cream at the deck tradition. Then we 
went on a hike along the river, where we 
saw some waterfalls and a nice nature. 
We jumped in the cold river from some 
rocks, it was fun and we were proud that we were brave 
enough to do it. The next stop at the road trip was a visi-
tor center where we start a hike along the lake where we 
had many viewpoints to see 
diverse nature and the steep 
cliff s. We also saw climbers 
on the cliff s, it was impres-
sive. The last stop on the road 
trip was Two Harbors, where 
we had pizza and good talks 
next to the lake. 

I really enjoyed this road 
trip!

Elvis

Temperance River

Dustin & Wim
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The Garden Party ~Oscar Rauch Borgerding

On Sunday, the community set up the tents and that was 8am. Put out 
tables and chairs and help set up for the craft sale that was in the com-
munity center. The weather was very nice. St Paul college came on 
Friday to pick up boxes of Community Homestead vegetables that were 
used to cook with back at the college. On the Sunday, there was hay 
rides of the farm if people wanted a tour. There was food in the garden 
and each station had diff erent kinds of meat, salad and cheese was in a 
diff erent spots. Wine and beer and juice and water and grape juice was 
in the overhang in the garden. The community is using the money so 
that we can build a new bakery. About a hundred people were at Com-
munity Homestead.

Kelley & Alex H.

Thank you Sam ~Goose Macaulay

This summer, we saw several volunteers come and go. Most were fresh-
ly 18, just leaving home for the fi rst time and adventuring across the 
country (or from another country!) to farm with us. Some were in their 
20s, with a few years of adulthood under their belts, gardening for a 
summer between semesters 
of college. But there was one 
volunteer in particular, who 
biked fi ve miles every day to 
and from the community to 
work tirelessly and enthusi-
astically with us - Sam, who 
now enters eighth grade at 
Osceola Middle School.

At 13 years old, Sam showed 
us the work ethic and yes-
man attitude of those many 
times his age. Having grown 
up for several years in Community already, he helped the newer volun-
teers get acquainted with all of our rhythms and idiosyncrasies. Entering 
the garden, you would hear Sam’s presence before you would see him, 
via the laughter that followed his quick jokes and clever (sometimes too 
clever…) pranks. On Friday afternoons, you could fi nd Sam at Osceola 
Farmer’s Market, playing a game of chess while also mentally tabu-
lating the price of a customer’s bag of vegetables (and pulling chairs 
out from under some unfortunate souls who dared sit next to him). Or 
maybe you would see him riding his bike, on 100 degree afternoons, 
refusing off ers of a drive home, from an afternoon of tomato picking. 

Wherever he was, Sam brought dedication, humor, and a strong love 
for Community to us, all summer long. Now that school has begun, we 
miss his lively energy around the community - but are always glad to 
see him bike around the corner to say hello at Farmer’s Markets or up 
the driveway to the occasional potluck. Good luck in the school year, 
Sam!

Ceci, Sam & Goose

Alex F. & Ceci

St. Paul College Chef
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Rhubarb Fest ~Christine Elmquist

So, what does your little town do to celebrate the beginning 
of summer? Here, Osceola turns out for a festival of Rhubarb 
at the beginning of June. This is co-ordinated with the Lion’s 
rubber duck race, yep, really, a race of rubber ducks over the 
millstream.  Community Homestead is delighted to have been 
a part of it from the beginning; just the right kind of whacky, 
eccentric, wholesome, community fun we love. 

Aided by neighbors supplementing our supply of rhubarb, we 
bake over 100 pies for the pie sale; every one of them some 
version of rhubarb. Alex Hanson, who loves the excitement 
and the buzz, is all over this pie-making craziness and markets 
this event wonderfully. Janette elects herself as offi  cial pie 
counter despite not being able to count very well: never let 
small things hold you back. Nastia fi gures any harvest haul 
of rhubarb less than a wheelbarrow full is not worth having and urges us, 
and particularly Oscar, ever onward, while Hannah and Bruce are the stoic 
backbones of this group. In and out of this are international volunteers who 
grapple with the, increasingly bewildering, explanations of this event that 
fellow bakers are happy to off er. I love Pie Crew!

After a Covid hiatus, in 2022 we partnered with the PTA who ran the craft 
fair, and the Lions (of course), and Main Street businesses who we could add 
to our walk-about map of all things rhubarb. The businesses responded with 
impressive creativity. You could eat, drink, snack, admire and wear rhubarb 
in all forms on June 8. Not to be left out, Community Homesteaders turn 
up in force, all over the Millpond, eating their way around town, visiting 
the library book sale and chasing ducks down the stream. So, at the end of 
summer, we look back fondly on this event and anticipate what we might 
do in 2023.

Scott & Hillary

Nastia 

Just Ducky Soap ~Nastia Baerg

 I went riding my bike with Johanna in May and we saw some ducks so we 
stopped and visited. Lizzy was doing garden work and so we chatted a little 
bit before we left. It is Just Ducky Soap. 

Last year, at Osceola Farmer’s Market, I was selling Community Homestead 
stuff  and doing money so I could get comfortable, and we decided to step 
it up this year. Liz asked me, to see how it goes, to sell soap, laundry soap 
and it is going very well, I think! I sell things for her every time I am at the 
market, all kinds of soaps. I also make hats and I sold 3 hats this summer. 
Liz made a sign for me and she is making another one for my bigger hats. 

I have also worked in Liz’s store, Just Ducky Soap. I clean windows, sweep, 
organize and be ready if any customers come. I also have fun with the kids 
so Liz can also do other things too. Three people from the Farmers’ market 
came to the store so that is good because it means people know where the 
store is. 

It is really fun because Liz has ducks and chickens and excited children. 
And she is awesome.
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Kate O’Grady
Vance & Margaret Olivier
Lisa Olson
Beth Overmier
Lauren Palmer
Jordan Panarella
Lisa Peckler
Morgan Pedersen
Bruce & Lois Peterson
Stephanie Gauthier Phillips
Joy Pierce
Lauri Pierce
Kim Pilgrim
Cecilia Poehls
Kammie Points
Therese Pongratz

Kristine Post
Scott Prichard
Therese Pueschner
Aviv Rahimzada
Oscar Rauch Borgerding
Dennis & Charlotte Reynolds
Jacqueline Perry Rice
Michelle Rice
Kailey Roberts
Drew Rodney
Christina Roff ers
Jerard & Gill Roggio
Molly Rubin
Fabian Ruede
Kimberly Ruthenbeck
Ann Sandberg
Claire Scanga
Hillary Schauls
John Schenk
Samuel & Angela Schillace
Laurie Schmidt
Stephen Schmidt
Catherine Schubilske
Shaunna Schultz
Josh Seidman
Jayne & Paul Seiser

Desi, Nastia & Hannah

Donations March 1 - September 30, 2022 
Thank you Everyone for Building Homes and Lives!

Ilan Ackelsberg
Kristan & Jay Adkins
Walsh Ahern
Barbara U, Anderson
Gretchen Anderson
Kristen Anderson
Mary Anderson
Thomas AshenBrenner
Jim Baerg
Katherine Baerg
Shirley Baerg
StacyBaker
Sandy Ball
Bruce Basler
Peggy Baus
Tom and Jane Bean
Cheryl Beardslee
Jennifer Belisle
Gina belisle-miller
Judith Benke
Brendan Bennett
Mary Benson
David Berkovich
Allison Berry
John A. Birkland IV
Anthony Bodelson
Baily Bodelson
Dan Bodelson
Karen & Ron Bohnert
Jean Borgerding
Joyce Borgerding
Terence Borgerding
Todd Borgerding
Rosanne Borscheid
Jessica Bower
Stephen Brackett
Kelly Briggs
William Briggs
Jane & Jim Campbell
Emily Carson
Karina Catrambone
Maya Celander
Tania Cheema
Wendy Chretien
Liddia Clift
Denis Clohisy
Gwen Coe
Paige Collins
Jeff  Comins
Kate Cona
Nancy Cosgriff 
Alexander Cottor
Nancy Coune
Eric Court
Crystal Crannell-Moberg
Kayla Csargo
Henry Cummings

Steven & Gerard Cummings
Molly Delmedico
Dan -Gail Doheny
Kimberly Donaldson
Lauren Donnelly
Holly Dougherty
Tim Dougherty
David Drysdale
Rhonda Dunham
Arianna Elmquist & Ibbad 
Yousuf
Asher Elmquist
Christine & Richard Elmquist
Jacob Elmquist & Quyen Tran
Joseph & Marianne Elmquist
Mary & Asger Elmquist
Amy Ennis
Ronald Erickson
Andrew Evren
Ann & Paul Fate
Zuzana Fejksova
Bruce Fillipi
Elizabeth Fletcher
Jeff  Flynn
Miriam Flysjo
Kristine Fowler
Leann French
Claire Frisbie
Lisbeth Frisbie
John Fuller
Trudy Fuller
Edwin Funk
Joseph Funk
Lukas Funk
Donna Gausman
Kyle, Sally, Harper & Maci 
Gausman
Stephanie Gibbons
Dorothy Goldie
John Goodfellow
Jennifer & Henry Gordon
Peter and Mary Gove
Max Grand
Zachary Grand
Paul Hammer
Don Hansen
Steve & Kelly Hansen
Sherry Hanson
Steve Hanson
Holly & Brock Harmon
Janice Heinrich
Martha Herfurth
Madelon Holder
Samantha Holtane
Sue Horn
Chris Howells
Charlotte Howland

Madeline Howland
Jennifer Huff 
Elise Jahnke
Lisa &Friedemann Jamila-
Wuerth
Danielle Jaul
Doris Johns
Ronald Johnson
Dorothy Kicker
Niels Krappa
Bonny Kraus
Mark & Deborah Kravik
Betsy Kremser
Karen Krupa
Owen Kulig
Shannon Kulig
Timothy Kulig
Rose Kuster
Michael Leehan
Gideon Leek
Linda Leng
Kari Letch
Mark  Leverty
Mike & Kerry Levy
Gina Lewin
Pamela Liggett
Theresa Lummis
Beth Madden
Jane Maki
Gordon Maltby
Dzheikhuna Mamedova
Steve Manderscheid
Carol Manning
Bill Manning
Tom Mattes
Sharon Matulevich
Nancy McCord
Clarey McInerny
Jenny Mealey
Katie Meek
Mary Melbo
Terry Metz
Pamela Mielke
Ann Miller
Ross Miller
Lillie Mobley
Barbara Molinare
Sage Moncayo
Alicia Morrison
Danielle Murry-Knowles
James Nester
Julia Nester
Mark Nester
Tom Nester
Jessica Neumann
Susan Nielsen
Kristin Nyren
Benjamin Obaseki
Malika Obeidi
Benjamin Ober
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Batyah Selis
Alivia Shasteen
Siddhi Sheth
Glenn Shiffl  et
Sally Silk
Jody Sipe
Margarita Slavina
Alexandra Slay
Abigail Smith
Dave & Rita Sobel
Frances Spalding
Ceci Spann
Jennifer Spann
Margaret Spann
Margie & Jerry Stein
Barbara Stinson
Brooke Strassburg
Pamela Swanson
Emma Sweet
Abigehl Taylor
Peter Thompson
Amy Tomes
Mary Tomes
Victor Toso

Cheryl Tranquillo
Mercedeh Vaez
Evelyn Valen
Lori Valentino
Rosemary Velez
Lori Vogler
Brian Wagner
Cindy Wagner
Paul Wagner
Rachel Wallace
Simone Wallace
Kevin Ward
Melody Waring
Rebecca Weiss
Esther Welsh
Mary Whalin
Sue Wick
Brian Wickerts
Gisela Wielki
Aldo Witt
Eric Witt
Deborah Woodburn
Maureen Yunker
John Zach

Brighthouse Life Insurance 
Compancy
Network for Good
Pledgeling Foundation
The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Town of Farmington
United Way St. Croix Valley
Vanguard Charitable
Youth Initiative High School

Donations dedicated to 

Richard Arking to Madelon Holder & Robert Arking
Ari Backlund to Mary Peters
Brigette Baig In memory of our brother and uncle - Nadeem.
Jason Bord to All the farmers, gardeners and life sharers!
Elizabeth Coff ey to Alex and Brendan and all the folks there at 
Homestead
Sean Cummings to The gardeners - for the bounty that nurtures 
and sustains us
Laurel Desnick to The beautiful people of the Community 
Homestead
Bruce Feldstein to Batyah Selis
Hilda O’Hanley to David O’Hanley
Mindy Hansen to Alex Hansen
Emily Hause to the Wagner-Flynn family
Jacob Hundt to Friedo and Lisa Jamila-Wuerth
Kathy & Ron McBroom to Joel Nester
Sally Parks to Chelsea Wagner
Marla Peckler to Batyah Selis for all you do for others
Mindy & Max Peckler to Batyah Selis
Janet Pedersen to Nana
Barbara J Peters to Mary Peters
Felix Pongratz to all volunteers from everywhere
Greg & Sherla Post to Sophie Funk
Joe Pueschner to All of the good times, friends and family over 
the years and more to come!
Mary Jo Rassett to Mary Clare Huberty
Mary & Russell Schmidt to Carla Maschke
Myra Severin Dedicated to Shari Wagner
Maggie Lally Thompson to PJ Rahima and Noa
James Zach to Opa Ferdl

In Memory of Sheri Wagner

Linda, Mario & Angelina 
Andretta 
Brian & Robin Belisle
Rebecca & Jerome Capecchi
David & Elinor Cheung
Rosanne & Robert Congdon
Janet Converse
John & Georganne Csargo
Patrick & Joanne Cullen
Eric & Charlene Ditlevson
Patrick & Diane Dooley
Marci Doolittle
Reid & Kimberly Durant
Barbara Erickson
Mary Fabel
Dan & Terri Ann Flynn
Kay Gabelmann
Brian Glendenning
Kristi & Marlin Guttormson
Michelel & William Haider
Elizabeth & Eric Hambidge
Max & Nancy Hansen
Terrance & Pamela Jobe
Christina Joyce
Sandra & James Kilburg
Margaret & Joseph Kochevar
Lynn Kolstad
Cristela & William Koski
Joseph & Teresa Lawder
Janice Marshall
Patrick McCall
Jeanne & Matthew McCann
Bonnie Lee Miesbauer
David & Cathryn Miller

Patricia Mollner
Tamora & Timothy Murphy
Mary & Tom Ozbun
Edwin & Jacqueline Raney
Charles & Lillian Regan
Catherine Roach
Rosemarie Roach
James & NancySamec
Robert & Michaelene Samec
Gary & Lynne Schauls
Jerome & Kathryn Schiltgen
Charles & Natalie Stegner
Carolyn& Jerald Tereick
Thomas & Michele Towle
Beth Voigt
Chelsea Wagner
Jennifer Wagner
Jeanne Welter
Michelle & Christopher 
Westberg
James & Jane Williams
Angela Woessner
Jean & Michael Wright
Jericho Communications, Inc
Redpath & Company
Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

In Memory of
Nora Wagner

Luigi & Christine Andretta
Eunice Black
Anthony & Mary Buck
Connie Carlson
Louis & Mary Flaherty
Donald & Patricia Gerlach
Annice Gregerson
Kurt & Theresam Lauber
Jeff rey Marzolf
Elyse Pitera
Peggy & Nicholas Rolfes
Sharon & Gregory Skarda
Bradley & Mary TerEick
Kathleen Thames
Margaret Waldorf
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News from the Bakery ~Alex Hansen

Michael left and then we had Richard. Same recipes! 
Same ingredients! New aprons! New hats.! New clips for 
counting! More cookies and 
more bread. Legend! Desi 
does the paperwork now. 
Steve Fons joined us and I am 
back making bread Tuesday 
now!

We bake cookies Monday 
with me and Steve and Desi 
and Anne and AnnSophie 
and Richard. And bread on 
Tuesdays; me and Scott and 
Richard and Janika. We bake 
on Fridays with Joel and Scott 
and Janika. Janika is nice. She is funny. 
She smiles a lot.

We are making a new bakery. Over 
at Evening Star at the shed. I’m SO 
happy! Get more space, more space 
on the tables, more people. And better 
sinks. I like baking bread and cook-
ies. I like both!

Upward and O nward.
What is Community Homestead 
doing next?

Last Fall, addressing the longer term needs of sustainability 
and the shorter term problem of how we kept everyone housed 
here, we made a decisive plan.

Step 1: move people around to create a new Altair 
household. Done!

Step 2: convert Orion into two double occupancy 
apartments A: the upper fl oor B: the lower fl oor. 
Done!

And this is next: 

Step 3: build a new bakery and 
craft space in the pole shed next 
to the Community Center 

Step 4: build the old bakery into 
a single apartment.

We need the last $25,000, some 
muscle and time, to build the 
new bakery/craft space.

And what about the stand-alone supported living 
apartments?

We set this aside, along with its funding, on hold, to 
allow prices and the material 
supply chain to stabilize. The 
bakery and the apartments 
are two separate projects both 
for funding and time line and 
can happen concurrently or 
consecutively. 

We need a builder and some 
bids to start the apartments 
and we are looking right now. 
Any leads appreciated!

Transitioning from the garden to Advent crafts!

Our fi rst craft is wreath making and we start at the end of 
October. For several years, we have been making season-

al wreaths with the beautiful 
“off cuts” from St Croix Val-
ley Trees. This is a beautiful, 
multi-generational, family 
Christmas Tree Farm, run by 
some pretty great and very 
supportive, neighbors. Last 
year, with a lot of volunteer 
help, we ran the gift shop 
there on the weekends in ad-
dition to making all the plain 
wreaths for them which their 
team then decorates and 
sells. They also give us all 

the greens we need for a joint fund 
raising venture we have the Minne-
sota Waldorf School this year. And 
then, because enough is not a word 
we know around here, we sell our 
decorated wreaths though the CSA, 
and at our local craft fairs. 

Let the fun begin!

St Croix Valley Tree Farm opens the 
weekend before Thanksgiving until 
mid December

Community Homestead Craft Fairs: 

November 12th 10-4pm

December 10th 10-4pm

Alex H. and the baked goods

Hannah


